2 GUN

SHOPS

POPPED

City sellers stung

By PHILIP MESSING,
PATRICK GALLAHUE
and ANDY GELLER

Twe employees of local
gun stores that pcddtad
wea used in 72
Apple crimes were buste
;r:sterdajr for selling arms

v, police said.
employees’ gun li-
Censes Wwere sus
and their stores’ mvemn—
ries of guns and rifles also
were seized in the sting.

The NYPD said the
stores, DF Brothers Sport
Center in Bensonhurst,

Bloomberg's cﬂckdm on
rolg:;gun dealers.
week, the mayor
filed a federal suit against
I5 out-of-town gun dealers
who sold 500 guns used in
¢crimes in New York City
between 1994 and 200L
Police said Jack Togati,
40, of the Brooklyn store,
and Michael S 43

husted g llmg guns m
an undercover

who didn’t have a city pis-
tol permit, a reguirement
for buying a weapon.

The investigator, who
handled and paid for ﬁl;e
guns, was accom y
a retired !'emalep::.ed ho
showed a Suffolk ty
pistol permit. The transac-
tions were captured on
videotape

Pﬂhce seized 86 pistols
and 161 rifles from the
Brooklyn and 200 pis-
tols nnrl:l 34 nfles from the
Queens store.

An NYPD spokesman
said authorities determined

that between 1994
2001, DF Brothers :uid Zﬂ
guns that were used n
crimes committed in the
Apple. |
the same period,
Wundha‘\r:n Rifle sold 44
guns that turned up in city
mTr{-m fi the latest
e
mlable,% from the
Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives, which traces guns
used in crimes,

Because of gun-i ef-

forts, the ATF has been
limited in what gun-tracing
data it can release since
Zﬂ_?.’o. _— sosegh
i's lawyer, Jose
Be te, said his client
and the store's OWDer,

Frank Taormina, are “the

woman  didn't

Egawork He
ﬁsdn‘t exp the gun
was sold to the investigator.
Togati’'s father, Ben, 68,
said his son, a gum:mth,

was pupularwithcups,
“My son is a servant of

the police,” he said. “They
constantly go there.”
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