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Scott Fappiano leaves prison
last night at end of long ordeal.

. L
- DNA  evidence
‘ ’ obtained from an old
: pair of sweatpants set
: wrongly  convicted
R rapist Scott Fappiano,

44, free vyesterday
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clue springs
man wrongly

jailed for "84
horror rape

By ALEX GINSBERG
and MARSHA KRANES

DNA evidence obtained from a
23-year-old pair of sweatpants set a
wrongly convicted rape suspect free
yestc:rday after more than two decades
in prison.

Scott Fappiano was a Brooklyn street
tough and wiseguy wannabe on proba-
tion for a juvenile sex offense in De-
cember 1983 when a rape victim — a
cop’s wife — picked out his mug shot
and identified him as the man who had
repeatedly attacked her while her hus-
band was forced to watch.

Yesterday, with no prison walls star-
ing at him for the first time since his
1985 conviction, Fappiano, 44, hugged
his mother and admitted he had done
bad things in his youth.

“l owed them a few years or some-
thing, but not 22 vears,” he said, ‘T
knew I didn't do that.”

At an Italian restaurant in Bay Ridge
last night, Fappiano was surrounded by
a couple of dozen friends and relatives,
and said he wanted to pick his life up
where it left off.

“I missed having a family,” he said
with big smile. “I feel like I never left.
Maybe I'm in shock. I feel like I could
g on like tomorrow is just another

.

Fappiano, the nephew of three Gam-
bino-family capos, had insisted from
the outset that he was innocent.

He convinced all but one jurer of it at
his first trial. The result: a mistrial and
a second trial

But none of the jurors at his retrial
believed him, and in September 1985 he
was convicted of first<legree rape, sod-
omy, sexual abuse and burglary and
sentenced to 20 to 50 years in prison.

At age 23, Fappiano was sent upstate
to Attica. While there, he worked for
$105 a day as a porter, kitchen worker
and inmate-grievance representatwe.
was occasionally thrown into solitary
confinement for fighting, gambling or
smuggling contraband; and participated
in an “aggression-replacement training
program” — all the while maintaining
his innocence.

When he was arrested in late 1983,
Fappiano was a familiar figure in Ben-
sonhurst. He was a short, tough kid
with an attitude who ran with a rough-
and-tumbie crowd with Mafia aspira-
tions — and, in his case, Mafia ties.

He had three uncles who rose to
trusted positions in the Gambino crime
family.

One,  capo-turned Frank
“Frankie Fap” Fappiano, is a confessed
hit man who last year provided chilling
testimony at John “Jumo:" Gottl's rack-

eteering trial

Another, uncle-by-marriage Mi-
chael “Mikey Scars” DiLeonardo, also
turned stoolie, A capo and once Got-
ti's best friend, he was a star witniess
against him at his recent trial .

His third Mafia uncle, Frank De-
Cicco, was “Dapper Don” John Got-
ti’s first underboss,

Having three “made” members of
the mob as uncles may have put Scott
Fappiano at risk when cops were try-
ing to solve the 1983 rape.

“T always suspected that Scott be-
came a suspect and was vigorously
prosecuted partially because of his
name,” said lawyer Anthony Fusco,
who represented him at his first trial

Fappiano’s lawyer at his second
trial agreed. “We always felt they
flaked him,” said Luther Williams,
using an old cop term for framed.

The rape that sent Fappiano to At-
tica took place early in the morning
on Dec. 1, 1983,

A man, armed with a gun, broke
into a Bensonhurst apartment while
an NYPD cop and his wite — identi-
fied in court papers only as “F.S.” and
“T.5." — were in bed, and their new-
born was asleep in ancther room.

After jolting the couple awake, the
intruder tied the cop with a tele-
phone cord, ordered gus wife to un-




angers

Ave

E)ju!u;gm Iney

Ll L1 OV
#EZL 24 hours. It's the prin,
R cipl
( that matters: never adgxit gtulte
when you are innocent,
!

g 590.7317+

TASTE OF FREEDOM: Scott Fappiano savors a plate of ziti yesterday with
nephew Scott Fappiano Jr. and mom Rose Fappiano, who couldn’t contain her excite-
ment (top right) when he was released. Inset. a young Scott before he was arrested.

d d ped P d u nd p d 00 pplano out o betore D n 00 0 p.n d de
band 0 dto d P 0 0 greed to repres him did
ded ] ng minute D esting O option a g 0 d Broo ) 0 mad ho d
P (] d greed to D [ D EEID Oungl d go I to agt D 0 ny p Mo Ro D O 40}
m D QOI oup apa a DlG00 avide ould b | [dl d
\ ged to 5 an. 1 d to pe found ¢ d to didn . ollowed h o 0 e DDiAno
neighbo parttment, banged o doo no o could be found ounded b bilan ¥ d
nd eamed 1o D fled b B 00 nd and 1d d p o o did i o And 0 0 orrido
0 potice el P 0 d 0 d _— . o q alled es ood Delo m
d d oman p 0 ohes 1l eCond d d Il ApP 3 O
d pair O eatpa d ea ppiang read 0 g 0 it m oc 4 “the time h
o B np 0 d v
0 OSD ape K D DO DINA testing op [ olng to D
o ., h nan A d motion o 0 0 ab d been q d Dy ano " " , ."“f h
de " outid 6 den 256 d orpan d 0 pes of DNA o -
old de Dt ¥ Broo Dstt OIT Of a hee " ¢ IO Pl Mo DO 0
\ 0 d 10 oot-10 greed 1 = Pa 0 cre found in nd 0 " ( ound a D
h 4 bro DOES DNA lab D pEIIOINCd © 0 from The Po
3 0 b oved es 10 Da ) 0 0 [l and on = d Orpio DD 0 gl
Ho 5 N do h 0 ound b 0 match h Fappiano dmit g h 0
0 g sho 0 np 0 P nea to DA 00 e a3ls, dditiona ol £ D
ot probation o ond ap Office, along other evidence DA ed a motio Broo ) and alab
z 0 0 o set Fappiano free alex.ginsberg@




