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By ESTHER PESSIN ond MARYIN SMILON

I.et God punish Leona Helmsley, her lawyer says.
The hotel queen should be subject only to dlvlue rule, he
claims,

“If in fact she has abused and has mistreated people, I beg you
ladies and gentlemen to leave that to a higher authority,” de-
fense lawyer Gerald Feffer told her jury.

All thlstutlmony about tax evasion and extortion Is nonsense, he
ingisted during an 8-hour

queen Leona Helmsley ar-
rives at court yesterday
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AVE LEONA
T 0 GUD’S PIIIIISIIMEII ]

*“Letr her wolk out
of this courthouse

a free woman.”’
ATTY CERALD FEFFER

for ex-Helmaley financial advis-
er, Joseph Licari — had the
jumn. n-d everyone else, in

l:ven lam.chdtabhei for
ber day in court, had to laugh at
the defense lawyer's antica

“The queen did not want to go
to the king for an allowance. . .
Money was no object. Leona
wanted to get it done ber way.”

Harry only dreamed uvp fake
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lnvolcu because he didat want
anyone to know how much
money his wife was ing —
and on what, Benfante told the

Jury.

“He didat want everyone to
know his wife was a little
ltrn.n‘e his wife was up
on him. Nobody, but nobody,
knew what Mrs. Helmsley was
going to spend, what she was
going to do.

“Perhape Mr. Helmsley
embarrassed that ahe upent-
$500,000 on an ugly gray and
brown {jade] buffalo. It was the
ugliest buffalo I ever saw.”
Benlante even brought along
sore props for his comedy rou-
tine — but the jwdge wouldn't let
him use them.

On the card was an
braa”




