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Trial opens
in-Teamster:

dental bilk

By ROBERT G. SEIDENSTEIN

A federal pro:eculur )eslerdav charged several
htgh ranking Teamsters ol!nc:als and dental plap ad-

mamstra.ors with havin
scheme” to steal “hundre
from union welfare funds.

The comment, made
.by Joanna Knowles,
came as the govemmenl
bpened ils case against
wnine defendants on trial
-in federal court in Tren-
‘ton for parlicipating in
the alleged scheme. .. *

A tenth defendant,
‘Nunzi no,

Teamsters Local 560,
E]eaded guilty Tuesday,’

efore yeslerday's Tor-
mal start of the trial.
Provenzano's plea was
enlered on a charge thaj
be illegally received

the jury outlining what | g

the prosecution hopes to
irove in the case,
inowles said that as part =

of the scheme “hundreds”
of documenls were
“phonied vp"” and buge
sums of money were
taken out of the welfare
funds to pay for the im-
Frnper dental trealments

or Jhe union officials and
their families.

The plan was carried
out, according tlo
Knowles, by inflating
claims ol rank and file
union members that were
fo be paid to the dentists.
The proseculor said -the
union officials “never
paid a dime” for work
thal was. in fact, nol cov-
ered by the dental plans.

On trial are Salvalore
Provenzano—Nunzio's
brother—the president of
Teamsters Local 560;
Thomas Reynolds, an-
other local offigial; An-
drew Reynelds, president
of Local &4 unlil it was
merged inlo 560; Jack
Spere and Jack Dwyer,
two officials of Local
641; and Gerald Hogan,

who tas served as presis
Acnt nf Frweal RANL .

58
$4.300 worlh of free den- (0. Make opening stats:

tal care for himself and ,
his wife, -.. e

o
‘c&al in the Jate 1970s an
+%as pever involved as 3
Hrustee with responsnblh

“concocled a tomp‘lzt-
of thousands of dollars”

oM
"! adml'ustrdl-“f 0} a!i
of the union welfare
funds; Leo Marcus, who
was hired to run the
Teamsters dental plao;
and Linda Rubino,
Marcus' chief assistant. .
Knowles described
Marcus as the "[ront man
in this scheme.” Marcus,
she said, actually fals|-
fied the documents as
part of the 20-year
scheme, which beganin
the early 1960s. A
“Although not all of l@
defense attorneys

ent of bnng'n 3
dy, a disgracelu i‘a.. e
- His client, :

“ity over dental funds.-
All of the lawyers who
spoke stressed that their

clients were innocent.
Harvey Weissbard, argu-

.ing on behalf of Salvatore

Provenzano, said bis cli-
ent never. "knew" that
improper benefils were
being received by him or

- his family.

Richard Carrall
Dwyer's attorney, tnld
the jury, “It's still not a
crime in this country to
belong to a union...It's
still not a crime to be an
official of a Teamsters
union.”

The lawyers for
Marcus and Rubino did
not make statements to
the jury yesterday. ~ °

he dental payments
case, which is being pre-
sided over by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Anne
Thompson, is expected to
last approxlmalely two
months. »
Knowles said lha! 20
dentists will be witnesses

_and that some of them

“knew euctly what was
going on,” but have coop-
erated with the prosecu-

tion and have been granl-
ed immunity.



